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Until the 1980’s, very little was known about
Mesozoic birds with the fossil record limited to the
Late Jurassic Archaeopteryx and the Late Cretaceous
toothed ornithurines, Hesperornis and Ichthyornis.
Over the past few decades a flood of new taxa
representing a number of new clades have been
discovered. New discoveries, primarily from China,
continue to alter how we perceive early avian
evolution and the questions such as ‘how did flight
evolve’ and ‘what is a bird’ remain unanswered.
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